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As usual October is a very busy month for ACCEO. 
Arrangements for the National and AGM Rally being 
held at Staffordshire County Showground, 4th—9th 
October are being finalised. Hopefully you or your 
club representative have already received the booking 
form which was sent out with AM92 in April 17. If 
not, then it can be accessed via the website. Please 
contact John Wilton via email: 
webmaster@acceo.org. if you experience any 
difficulty accessing the booking form 
 
If you have any queries regarding the National Rally 
please contact Robin Wilkinson via email: 
nationalrallies@acceo.org.  
 
This rally will be closely followed by The 
Motorhome and Caravan Show at the NEC running 
from Tuesday 17th to Sunday 22nd October 17.  Our 
stand and hospitality lounge are in Hall 10, as in 
previous years. All Personal Members and Members 
of Member Clubs are welcome for a cup of coffee, 
tea, soft drink or just a sit down and chat.  Please pop 
along and say hello. 
 
Don't forget if you visit any of the rally sites that 
advertise in AM, to mention that you saw their advert 
in AM. 
  
If anybody has any subject they think might be of 
interest to other Association Members and would like 
it included in AM, please contact me on: 
ameditor@acceo.org. 
 
 
 
 
Elaine Nicholls 
Editor 
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Chairman’s Chat 
 
Autumn is on its way, so it's time for our thoughts to turn towards the ACCEO National Rally and AGM at the 
beginning of October at the Staffordshire County Showground.  This will be our third year at the showground 
and the rally has grown into a fantastic event with 2 nights live entertainment and a vintage bus ride into town 
for those who wish to leave their vehicles behind and explore in a more leisured manner.  Come along and join 
in the fun, all members are welcome, and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 
And to all of you who are going to the NEC later in October please call in at the ACCEO lounge for a cuppa   
and a natter.  We are always pleased to see you and catch up with your news. 
 
 

Chris Lowery 
 

 
 
 
 

Webmaster 
 
Friends, as we draw toward the end of another ACCEO year I do hope that you’ve been able to enjoy a good 
season, especially that bit of summer which has almost slipped from our memories! 
 
As your Webmaster I have had a quiet year keeping everything running, unless there’s something you haven’t 
told me about of course. The winter since some of us last met is best forgotten. There are now 109 club officers 
and members holding access to our private pages on the website on which I hope you can find what you need. 
 
Now comes the nag. I must remind you that I gave notice at the last AGM that I intend to step back from the 
frontline work of this important strand of our Publicity Department. A year has now passed and no one has 
shown any interest in taking it on yet. This is an important role and although will require some time to take over 
the essentials of the administration and maintenance it is not a time consuming role, especially if you have 
some ‘computer literacy’. It is vital to ACCEO and its Member Clubs that someone steps forward to keep this 
increasingly important tool of management and communication going.  But the job can’t be handed over in an 
envelope! Take the opportunity to have me work along side you as you take it on. 
 
Part of the website information is the list and some information about our Member Clubs and there will be an 
opportunity to check the information which we display both on the website and at exhibitions at our National 
Rally. 
  
As Companions Chairman I guess I will have nothing to report when we meet soon at the AGM but 
nevertheless, I look forward to catching up. Perhaps one or two of you might like to organise a rally 
somewhere! 
  
I look forward to meeting up with you all when we gather at Stafford. 
 
 
  

John Wilton 

OFFICERS PAGE  
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OFFICERS PAGE  
National Rally Coordinator’s Update 

 
 

ACCEO National Rally, Staffordshire County Showground, Weston Road, Stafford  
ST18 0BD 

Wednesday 4th- Monday 9th October 2017 
 
Everything is now in place for another great weekend at Stafford County Showground for this year’s National 
Rally. The Touring Caravan Club have a committee in place to run it and it is full speed ahead on planning the 
weekend and organising the Charity Raffle. As well as the normal accessories this year we have managed to 
secure a folding bike as one of the main prizes.  
 
For your entertainment over the weekend we will have Letitia George who made it through to the live rounds 
of UK’s The Voice; also Wayne Swift a Multiple Tribute act, singing Michael Bublẻ, Robbie Williams, The 
Rat Pat plus many more hits from the 60’s through to the 00’s. We will be entertaining you on the other nights 
as well and the bus service to Stafford has been arranged again. 
 
We have held the costs to the same as last year: £30.00 for the main weekend per unit, £10 per additional night 
(Wed, Thurs, Sun) and the entertainment is £10 per person which includes both nights, with children 
accompanying a paying adult going free. I am looking forward to meeting you all there again this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACCEO National Rally, Ukrainian Youth Centre, Weston on Trent, Derby DE72 2BU 
Wednesday 3rd– Monday 8th October 2018 

 
We have now secured the Ukrainian Youth Centre in Weston on Trent for our National Rally, 2018. We are 
still looking for a Member Club to host it on ACCEO’s behalf, and it has been proved you do not need to be a 
big Club to do this. You will get all the assistance you need, whenever you need it. 
 
If you fancy having a go, please contact me as soon as possible on 07831 231643. I will explain all you need 
to know, but basically we are looking to you to act as the Rally Marshals (eg. run the rally field, see the vans 
in, organise the teas and coffees, etc) and to run the raffle. ACCEO take the bookings and pass them on as well 
as taking care of the expenses, so no onus is on the Member Club.  Give it a try! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robin Wilkinson 
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Insurance Matters 

 
I’m pleased to report that the club public liability insurance scheme is still very well received by our members, 
most of whom use it.  The few clubs who don’t belong to this scheme might like to compare the advantageous 
terms that Grove offer when next they renew.  Should you not have any public liability insurance in place at all, 
we would strongly recommend you contact us to discuss this as running a club without it puts you at significant 
personal risk.  
 
Insurance renewals are due on the 1st December this year so look out for emails from Grove Insurance in 
November and remember to keep us informed should your club contact change, especially as the AGM season 
will soon be upon us when changes of officers can happen. 
 
Just a reminder that Grove Insurance also offer personal insurance such as car, home, caravan and motorhome 
insurance. Should one of your members arrange an insurance policy with them and they tell Grove what club 
they belong to, the club gets £5.00 from Grove, so it is worth reminding your members of this benefit.  
 

Ian Derbyshire 
 
 
 

Note from the Editor 
 
Thank you to the anonymous member that took the trouble to proof read AM92 after it had been published.  I 
would have liked the chance to thank you personally but sadly you didn't feel able to let the ACCEO Committee 
know who you were! 
 
I would also like to explain why some of the spacing wasn't correct: when you PDF a file occasionally it doesn't 
take account of the spacing.  This happened with the AGM minutes and the National Rally Poster.   
 
The other errors have sadly been missed by myself and the two very experienced proof readers ACCEO have.  
We are always looking for people to join the committee, maybe you would like to become a committee member 
on ACCEO and have a more positive input as a recognised proof reader! 
 
 
 

Elaine Nicholls 

OFFICERS PAGE  



Does your caravan Insurance policy fall for renewal soon? If so Grove Insurance Services 

would like to invite you to contact us for a free no obligation quotation. 

We now have great pleasure in informing you of our Exclusive Scheme which your club 

is eligible to use. Our premiums are very competitive in the market, with extremely      

generous discounts for ACCEO members. Also included in our policy is 90 days 

 European cover for any one trip. If you require any further information then please 

do not hesitate to contact us! 

Call us on: 01767 688802  

Or Email: lesley@grove-is.co.uk 

 

Exclusive Caravan Insurance Scheme 
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The Motorhome & Caravan Show 17th—22nd  October 2017  
 
If you are interested in assisting in the ACCEO Lounge area, please contact me on ameditor@acceo.org, by 

the 6th October, or let me know at the National Rally & AGM. 
 
You will be issued with a pass to allow entry into the Show for the day/s you are on 
duty in the lounge.  There will be a rota for cover that will enable you to have a walk 
round the Show during the day/s when you are not on shift. 
 
This invitation is open to all members of Member Clubs and all Personal Members.  So 
come on, if you can make a cup of tea or coffee why not offer to help us out and get 

into the Show for free?  Also a great opportunity to network with other like minded members.  Thank you in 
advance to those people that have already volunteered. 
 
Don’t worry if you can’t assist in the Hospitality Lounge, please feel free to pop along to the 
lounge for a sit down, a chat and cup of tea or coffee when you are visiting the show, you 
will be very welcome. 
 
The Stand Number is 10.2, the Lounge area is situated behind this stand, through the double 
doors, just ask at the stand and a committee member will take you through.. 
 

Elaine Nicholls 
Exhibitions Team 

EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 



The biggest launch event of its kind in the UK

@NECCaravanShow NECCaravanshow

sponsored by

   

*£8.00 Senior (over 60s), £9.00 Adult when booking before 23.59hrs 16/10/17 after which time prices revert to the on-the-door price of £12 Senior and £13 Adult. A £1.25 transaction fee applies.  Calls 
cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. Car parking is included in the ticket price. No dogs (except assistance dogs). Children 15 years and under go free when accompanied by 
a paying Adult/Senior. Tickets are non-refundable. **Free show guides and towing & manoeuvring tuition are subject to availability. The Woodland Trust is a charity registered in England and Wales (No. 
294344) and in Scotland (No. SC038885). ***Celebrity guests may be subject to last-minute changes.

Organised by: Charity Partner:Towcar Partner:

BOOK NOW to save £s and avoid queueing
Visit mcshow.co.uk or call 0844 873 7333 and quote ‘ACCEO’
Calls cost 7p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge 

 The largest annual display of caravans, motorhomes and campervans in the UK 
 Leading UK and European manufacturers and dealers under one roof 
 Exclusive offers on 1000s of vehicles and accessories 
 Expert advice from leading industry specialists
 On-site camping
 Discover the great outdoors with the Woodland Trust
 FREE show guide**
 Kids go FREE
 Parking included in the ticket price

The only show where you can see all the new-for-2018 caravans, 
motorhomes, campervans, trailer tents, plus a number of caravan 
holiday homes and lodges from major UK and European manufacturers. 
Plus lots of accessories too.

Special ticket price from £8.00* including parking Plus, enjoy life on the 
road with: 

FREE motorhome 
manoeuvring**

FREE towing 
experience**  

FREE awning 
fitting service 

There really is something
for everyone!

Supported by:

Featuring cookery 
writer, cook, 
restaurateur 
and food expert, 
Antonio Carluccio*** 

New for 2017 
VW Campervans through the ages
See how the much-loved Volkswagen campervan has evolved as 
we bring together a host of VW campers from the last 50 years.
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Prize Draw - October 2016 ACCEO National Rally and AGM 
 
In October 2011 we were lucky enough to win tickets that had been donated by West Somerset Railway for 
the Charity Prize Draw at the National Rally and AGM.  We 
took a train journey in July 2012 and really enjoyed it.  
 
Every year since, we have always wanted to win the train 
tickets that have continued to be kindly donated by West 
Somerset Railway.  Well, last October we had to leave the rally 
early on Sunday morning and didn't attend flag.  We left our 
Prize Draw tickets with some friends.  The next time we met up 
with these friends we were delighted to be presented with two 
adult complimentary Day Rover Tickets. 
 
In June, we decided this time to stay in Devon at a CL we had 
visited several times before.  It was a little way to travel to 
Minehead but as we were staying for the week it wasn't really an issue.  

 
This time because of the distance we had to travel we had 
to be more rigid about the day we were going to use the 
tickets.  We decided not to take a picnic this time.  When 
we arrived at Minehead, the station was a lot busier than 
we had expected it to be as it wasn't the school holidays.  
 

 

EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 
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Once again the tickets we had won allowed us to hop off and on the train at different stops but due to the 
timetable, we decided to stay on the train to the end stop, Bishop Lydeard. The train wound its way through 

the beautiful West Somerset Countryside, 
the journey taking approximately 45 
minutes.  We had a wander round Bishop 
Lydeard visiting the Water Mill Museum 
and the tea rooms attached.  We had 
afternoon tea at the tea rooms, sadly if we 
had to have a negative, there really wasn't 
a lot of choice to eat in Bishop Lydeard, 
so we would suggest you take a picnic.  
 
At Bishop Lydeard there is a train 
museum which is free, with the railway 
company asking for donations instead. It 

was very interesting with lots of historical railway memorabilia, well worth a visit!  The station was very tidy 
and pretty with a lovely floral design 
commemorating the Queen.  The journey 
back was a little disruptive due to sheep on 
the line, apparently they had been a problem 
all day. 
 
A great prize draw win, thanks to West 
Somerset Railway for their generous 
donation, and again, we had a very 
enjoyable day.  Keep up the good work! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Tony and Elaine Nicholls 

EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 
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EXHIBITIONS AND EVENTS 



Caravan and Camping Park
Riddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings WoodRiddings Wood

01623 626503

Email info@talltreestouringpark.co.uk
Website www.talltreestouringpark.co.uk

info@riddingswoodcaravanandcampingpark.co.uk 
www.riddingswoodcaravanandcampingpark.co.uk

01773 605160

Riddings Wood is an eco-friendly Caravan and 
Camping park set in 11 acres of woodland in the 
tranquil and idyllic Derbyshire countryside off ering 
a quiet and relaxing retreat.

The park has hardstanding pitches with grass for awnings and
electric hook-up points to all pitches for caravans and motorhomes. 
Grass pitches are also available for camping.

Tall Trees Touring Park is in a peaceful and semi-rural 
area, within walking distance of a family pub, shops, 

and takeaways, and with all the amenities of a modern 
town close by.

RALLIES WELCOME • FREE MARQUEE FOR HIRE • CLOSE TO PUBS • DOG WALKING AREA • SHOWERS • TOILETS 
DISABLED FACILTIES • CHEMICAL WASTE • WI-FI • BUS STOP AT ENTRANCE • CATER GROUPS OF ALL SIZES

RALLIES WELCOME • FREE MARQUEE FOR HIRE • ON-SITE FISHING • CLOSE TO AMENITIES • SHOWERS • TOILETS
DISABLED FACILTIES • CHEMICAL WASTE • WI-FI • BUS STOP AT ENTRANCE • CATER GROUPS OF ALL SIZES
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Sink Blockages 
 
Sink waste pipe problems can be a pain at home, but doubly so in a caravan.  Pipes delivering caravan 
waste water, or ‘grey water’, are made to a corrugated,  or riffled design. This is because riffled tubes are 
very flexible and can easily be bent into tight curve shapes without kinking.  Curves are necessary to reach 
locations that may need to trace around obstructions,  but the corrugations offer traps for any solid particles 
that travel within the waste water.  Another advantage of corrugated tubing is that being flexible, it is most 
unlikely to be damaged by vibration, and caravans do undergo plenty of vibration. 
 
The first lesson to avoid drainage problems must, therefore, be to ensure that little or no solid particles are 
allowed to go down the sink waste outlet.  This means care with washing up and thoroughly clearing plates 
before putting them into the sink water. 
 
Ideally, a small square of fine metal gauze could stop this, but such gauze is not easy to come across, 
although an equivalent chromed metal disc with perforations  is to be found in kitchen item outlets. 
 
Even with care, a fatty coating soon builds up on the inside of waste pipes and dries out after use.  The long 
delay until the next coating produces a concreted layer and eventually a blockage occurs. 
 
There are several options to cure blockages. The first method is to employ a chemical drain cleaner, 
probably alkaline, like washing soda. The non-chemical solution is to use a flexible rod, like curtain wire, 
with a screw eye hook in the end.  This usually clears most blockages if it is gently rotated whilst being 
steadily pushed down the pipe.  If the wire goes all through the length of the waste pipe, it is pretty certain 
that the problem has been solved.  A kettle full of boiling water should follow, to rinse out the inside of the 
pipe. 
 
If this problem has occurred in your caravan in the past, it is probably worth keeping a length of curtain wire 
coiled up, in the front locker. 
 
In extreme cases, if the wire treatment does not clear an obstruction, the whole waste pipe must be removed 
and a rigid rod used, but with care, this will never be  necessary. 
 
As always in such matters, prevention is better than cure. 

Michael Clear 

News 



 

Page 1 of 2 
 

THE ASSOCIATION OF CARAVAN & CAMPING EXEMPTED ORGANISATIONS 
6 Thornes Office Park, Monckton Road, Wakefield. WF2 7AN  07423 652581 

 07423 652581 
 

 

Information sheet No 11 

Unit Safety Spacing 
 
 

RALLY STEWARDS’ GUIDE TO SAFETY SPACING OF UNITS 
 
A minimum space of six metres in any direction between units (including any form of awning) must be 
maintained, both as a fire break and as a clear access route for emergency vehicles to any unit on site. Units 
should ideally be staggered in relation to those in the next line and all units in a line should face in the same 
direction to facilitate rapid and unconfused removal in an emergency situation.  Stewards should consider the 
risk of fire being propogated between units as a result of the close proximity of units to a combusible fixed 
structure on the site.  A minimum space of six metres must be left between any unit and any fixed structure 
considered to be of combustible nature.  In building construction; concrete, brick and structural steel are 
noncombustible and wood is combustible.  If in doubt leave a six metre space or consult a fire prevention 
professional for advice. 
 
The Natural England guide says not less than three metres should be permitted between units. For this purpose, 
a unit includes the caravan/tent plus any awning, gazebo or “pup” tent and the tow car (which should be parked 
on the “blind side” of the unit and can normally be quickly moved in the case of an emergency). 
 
Many stewards equip themselves with a six metre length of rope with which to simply measure off from the wall 
of the last sited unit (or awning if erected) to the required position of the wall of the next arrival. Alternatively, 
it is sometimes possible to mark pitches out in advance and in such cases – provided that all units are uniformally 
sited on the marker (e.g front right corner) and using average caravan (2.4m) and awning (2.5m) specifications – 
8.4 metres is required between pitch markers, or 10.9 metres allowing for an awning to be erected. Should you 
wish to site the units in a “herringbone” formation, this equates to approximately 8.8m or 11.6m respectively. 
Of course, unless specifications and intentions are declared on the rally booking slips, it is not always possible to 
know what size or types of unit are to be expected or who will be erecting awnings so, in the absence of this 
information and provided the size of the rally field permits, it is advantageous to pre-mark out the pitches under 
the assumption that every unit will be of maximum size and with an awning attached. 
 
Tents of course come in many diverse shapes and sizes so these must be given particular consideration, 
especially if marking out the pitches in advance. They must be sited separately from caravans & motorhomes 
although that does not neccesarily mean segregated.  If the layout of the field does not allow for separate lines 
of tents it is permissible to continue a line of caravans/motorhomes with a line of tents but they must be sited 
en bloc and not be interspersed. Trailer tents are classified as tents and must be sited accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please Note 
In order to permit the attendance of tents & trailer tents (with the exception of children’s “pup” tents) on 
caravan rallies a Camping Exemption Certificate, issued by Natural England under section 269 of the Public 
Health Act 1936, must be held in conjunction with the Caravan Exemption Certificate. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on tents on caravan rallies and Camping Certificates, please see:- 
ACCEO Information Sheet No 9. 

The diagram shown overleaf is intended only as an example to illustrate the 
safety spacing required in any possible scenario. 

 

Children’s “pup” tents may be erected alongside the parents’ unit and should 
be considered as part of the unit for spacing purposes. 
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Sheet No.11 in a series of ACCEO information sheets     First Issued April 2007 - revised March 2017 

This series of Information Sheets contains interpretations of data by ACCEO Officers. They should be for general guidance only. Neither 
ACCEO nor any of its Officers accepts liability for the accuracy of interpretation. No Club or Individual shall have a claim against ACCEO in 
respect of any loss or damage resulting from the advice given herein 

ACCEO Information Sheet 11. Unit Safety Spacing (141207) 
 

Information sheet No 11 

Unit Safety Spacing 
 

 
DEFRA Approved Example of Various Types of Units Acceptably Spaced for Safety Purposes 
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Rally Sites Classified  

The ACCEO Matters Classified is dedicated to rally sites throughout the UK.  To advertise your site on this exclusive page, email 
ameditor@acceo.org.  Cost: £30.00 per issue or £80.00 per year (3 issues). 

Four Winds Rally Fields 
PRESTATYN 

 Well maintained 15 Acres of  flat Idyllic quite country space 
 Panoramic views of the Sea and Dyserth mountains. 
 Ease of Access 
 Close  to all amenities 
 Electric hook ups, Fresh water and Disposable 
 Fishing on site 
 Miles of cycle paths close by 
 Also Separate CL 1Acre site also available 
 Separate Ladies and Gents Toilet Block  
 £5.00 per unit per night 
 £3.00 Electric hook up per night 

Large or Small Rallies catered for 
Contact Sandy or Allan for Availability and Prices  
01745 857644 or email : a.clews@btinternet.com 

North Wales 

Lincolnshire 

Suffolk 

Buckinghamshire 

Oxfordshire 
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Rally Sites Classified Page 

The ACCEO Matters Classified is dedicated to rally sites throughout the UK.  To advertise your site on this exclusive page, email 
ameditor@acceo.org.  Cost: £30.00 per issue or £80.00 per year (3 issues). 

Herefordshire 

4 acre well maintained rally field at Oakleigh, St Owens Cross.   4 
miles from Ross on Wye with views towards the Wye Valley and 
Forest of Dean.  Facilities include a drinking water tap and an elsan 
disposal point with 
separate tap for washing 
out.  Batteries can be 
charged and electric can be 
provided for rally 
marshals.   
 
Large and small rallies 
catered for.  There is a dog 
walk in the adjacent orchard and a fishing lake half a mile way. 
 
We live adjacent to the rally field, so if there is anything you need we 
are usually on hand to help.  In addition to being ACCEO personal 
members, we are Caravan Club members and keen ralliers 
 
If you would like to know more, please phone Lynda or Geoff on 
01989 730466. 

Worcestershire 

Warwickshire 



Only 100m from the beach!

Porth, Newquay,
Cornwall, TR7 3NH

Call: 01637 876531
or book online at
www.porthbeach.co.uk

The ideal location for groups and rallies.  Check out our website and 
call Chris or Kate for flexible dates and special rates. 



Hendra Holidays, Newquay, Cornwall, TR8 4NY

01637 875778
www.hendra-holidays.com

Quite simply a five star rally site

H O L I D A Y  P A R K
camping     touring     pods     holiday homes

 Superb rally facilities.     Experienced and popular rally venue.    Amazing deals and extras.
 Activity programme available.    Organisers free 'Check & Explore' visit.      Electric available.

 Available anytime Easter to end October.    Call Matt or Scott on 01637 875778.  

AVAILABLE




