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Editorial 
 

The Murvi Club Newsletter has traditionally appeared in the spring and autumn but of course this 

year has been something of a repeat of last year and until very recently the opportunities for travel 

have been limited. Taken with the wholly unexpected and very sad loss of our previous long-serving 

Editor (Obituary page 2) I am sure members will understand why this year’s Edition is a little late 

coming out.  So late I couldn’t even call it the Spring Edition! The format has also changed for the 

simple reason I lack the desktop publishing skills of Adrian but I hope I can be forgiven and readers 

can enjoy the content even if the presentation reminds them of yet another Word document.  

Mary and I managed a short trip to Cornwall, staying for a few nights at the CMC site beside Tintagel 

in May. The site is perched above the sea (see below) and has spectacular views but the walking 

there is challenging. I recommend a visit but make sure you are “coastal walk fit” first! In the next 

edition I am sure we will be able to read about some longer trips members have made this summer 

but I hope you will find some interesting reading in this edition.   

 

Summer 2021 
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Obituary: Adrian Sumption 1944 - 2020 

Adrian Sumption, Newsletter Editor and very active Club member died suddenly and unexpectedly in 

November 2020. Adrian was born in Wellington, Somerset in May 1944 but was schooled in 

Yorkshire before moving to London. After studying physics at Brunel University he worked as head of 

engineering projects at Thames TV, where he was responsible for the introduction of electronic 

news gathering, the portable single camera and the building of ITN’s broadcast studios in Gray’s Inn 

Road, central London. When Thames TV lost their franchise in the early 90s, the company was taken 

over by Pearson, and Adrian’s division became Pearson Television Broadcasting, with whom he 

stayed until retirement in 1999. 

Adrian was very involved in charitable work in London particularly working with young people in a 

wide range of projects. He was also a trustee of Companion Cycling, a charity enabling people with 

disabilities to ride adapted bicycles. During his twenty year involvement with this charity he turned it 

from a small, part time group into one with dozens of volunteers organizing over seven thousand 

rides each year.  He was appointed MBE in 2005 in recognition of his charitable work. 

A keen photographer and rambler Adrian and his wife Karin (our Rally Secretary) got their first Murvi 

in 2004 after tent camping for many years.  They joined the Murvi Club very shortly after it was 

formed in 2010 and were soon both very involved.  Adrian took over editing the newsletter in 

2013. Together, Adrian and Karin enjoyed many short Murvi trips but also had lots of longer trips, 

especially around Scotland and France, both on their own and with other Club members.  Adrian's 

greatest love was being in the mountains, be it Scotland, Wales or the French or Italian Alps. In the 

autumns of 2018 and 2019 they spent some time travelling round Northern Spain with Nick and 

Yvonne Mawby, again finding all the hills and mountains they could, having in a previous year fully 

explored south west France and 

visiting Cathar castles.  

Anyone who met Adrian on a rally 

will know he was a keen musician 

and needed little encouragement to 

pick up an instrument and lead the 

communal singing. His interest in 

music started at an early age and he 

helped form the blues band 

Dissatisfied, which supported artists 

such as Howlin’ Wolf and the 

Yardbirds in the 1960s. In the picture 

(left) Adrian can be seen in full voice 

playing his guitar on the first 

Portscatho rally in 2016. 

Adrian, who married Karin in 1965 after meeting her at school, leaves two children, Hannah and Dan 

and grandchildren Rowan, Lola, Lily and Leon. 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/television
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2021 – The Year So Far by Keith & Lyn Ross 

This year has started very slowly in terms of using our Murvi, but at least we are safe and well. Like 

many others we had plans for further overseas trips but have decided to forgo that for this year and 

hopefully we will be able to fully spread our wings in 2022. So when messages appeared offering 

Murvi meets we dived in and accepted all of them.  

We used the time before the start date to visit our daughter and grandchildren (great time had by 

all), then to Rex to have the habitation service plus we have taken the plunge and had a second 

115w solar panel installed – just enough roof space on our Morocco to take it. It has proved very 

effective and our batteries are quickly back to 100% in the sunny weather. 

We left home a week before the start date and will be away for 5+ weeks, taking in Portscatho, 

Shrewsbury, Forest of Dean and Stratford, before temporarily returning home to restock etc. prior to 

Hereford in July. 

Our Murvi meets began in Cornwall at Portscatho courtesy of John’s organising. Although there was 

some sunshine the weather was extremely windy 60+ mph and a fair amount of rain, but with the 

right gear we were able to be out most of the time. On the roughest day we took advantage of our 

cosy van and had a relaxed and lazy day. This was our first visit to the Roseland Peninsular and we 

saw enough to want a return visit. 

At time of writing (early June) we are in Shropshire enjoying wonderful weather, meandering around 

exploring and discovering new places. Nick and Yvonne organised a great meet at the Shrewsbury 

Show Ground including sunshine. Each evening we were able to sit around the Club’s gazebo, not 

under as too many of us, enjoying a sociable time with old and new acquaintances’. After the meet 

we had 6 days to use before the Coleford Forest of Dean meet and so far we have completed 4 of 

them in various places starting with two Brit Stops, one at Ironbridge which we hadn’t visited and 

found a great deal of interesting historical knowledge about the Industrial Revolution.  

We are currently at a fabulous location not far in a straight line from Church Stretton but quite a 

drive away in reality. Just to add to the adventure aspect the local council have scattered Road 

Closed signs around the area without spelling out exactly where the road is closed. So it took us two 

days to eventually reach Brow Hill Farm campsite at Ratlinghope, near Shrewsbury which is 

definitely a place for the slightly more adventurous as it’s tricky to find, even without roadworks. 

Well worth looking at the website www.browfarmcampsite.co.uk. Don’t be surprised if you try 

phoning and don’t receive any reply, they are slightly quirky and prefer fewer visitors, so generally 

you need to make the effort to arrive and see if you “pass inspection”. The local pub is Bridges, a 15 

minute walk along the part of the Shropshire Way. Recently taken over by new and completely 

inexperienced owners who have some sort of connection to the singer Brian Ferry, so another out of 

ordinary item for our diary/blog. I did a 9.5 mile round trip walk up onto the Long Mynd area then 

down via Carding Mill Valley into Church Stretton and after a lunch stop back again to Brow Hill Farm 

camp. A fabulous day walk in glorious weather and mostly quiet until down to Carding Mill NT 

tearooms. 
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Whilst waiting to get away on trips we have added a few additional items about security. With the 

restrictions on holidays campervans have become even more popular and a target for the bad guys. 

So we have fitted locks to the opening windows, supplied by Lock M Out, easy to install and from a 

very friendly helpful small business www.lock-m-out.co.uk. We also utilise a substantial Milenco 

steering wheel lock.  

We realised our fire extinguisher was getting on for 5 years 

old and followed advice to replace it. This was quite 

inexpensive, just £15 from www.simplyextinguishers.co.uk  

We have a microwave oven but have only used it for simple 

tasks. Lyn has now spent time reading the manual and the 

intention is to try out the ability to roast food. We’ll report 

on progress later.   

I noticed a news item recently that will affect all vehicles above 3.5 tons driving in France and this 

includes campervans. A French safety edict has been issued this year that requires vans above 3.5 

tons to display warning signs about blind spots (on rear and both sides). These signs are referred to 

as “Angles Mort” and full details can be found by Googling the term. So beware if you have a larger 

weight rated van as this is another excuse for a fine. 

Grey Water Waste Improvements by Clive Weston 
I find the grey water waste system in my 2016 Murvi Morello to be of limited capacity (45l) as well as 

slow and inconvenient to empty. However as Murvi fit a Geka connector to the grey waste outlet it is 

possible to make some on-site extensions that I have found helpful.  

I connect the grey waste outlet to a 20l roll-up water carrier, sold to be used for a “solar shower”. 

Rather than using an “open” connection, as with Nick Mawby’s use of a toilet cassette or the “roll 

along” carriers used on caravans, I use a sealed and “permanent” connection that allows the water 

carrier to act like a bladder tank, expanding as the grey water slowly drains into it. When the carrier 

is full, the water backs up into the on-board grey water tank, effectively increasing the capacity to 

65l instead of 45l. 

Emptying the water carrier is simply a matter of closing the grey water valve, closing the tap built 

into the water carrier, and disconnecting them - I use standard 12.5mm hose with hozelock 

connectors. If there is more than 20l of grey water, there may be a slight leakage while 

disconnecting (the water in the hose), but the great advantage is you just reconnect the emptied 

carrier (and expelled of any air) and leave it to refill - no waiting around. 

To increase capacity still further you can use standard 12.5mm hose splitters to connect multiple 

water carriers. 

If 20l (20kg) is too heavy there are 10l versions. I’d avoid the clear roll-up water carriers shown in the 

photographs; trooping across the site with a clear bag containing (invariably) yellow water (from tea 

dregs) could be embarrassing. The “solar shower” carriers are black on one side and mostly hide the 

contents. However you should put the carrier under the van to stop it from heating in the sun. 

http://www.simplyextinguishers.co.uk/
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For storage for those with external toilet cassette doors, the carrier and its associated hoses and 

connectors fit between the cassette and the door, even with a SOG. 

Shopping list (only suggestions, and not all tested - alternatives exist): 

 

● Milestone Camping Solar Shower (I used the “old model”) 

● Geka Type Water Coupling Part - 1/2 Inches/1.27 cm  

● Hose connectors - 2 quick connectors, 1 double male  

● 12.5mm Hose (standard garden hose) - around  1m cut into 2 lengths 

● 2 jubilee clips. One holding the hose onto the Geka connector, one holding the hose onto 

the water carrier tap. 

● Duct or electrical tape to wrap around the water carrier tap to build it up to fit snugly inside 

the 12.5mm hose. 

 

I’ve attached photographs of the single 20l and twin 10l systems. 

 

Murvi Mover by Janet Brightmore 

My husband Keith and I had always enjoyed camping, so as retirement neared, we were looking to 

the future and thinking about a campervan. Sadly, just as my husband reached his 60th birthday and 

semi-retirement he became seriously ill and died. However, in his last days he made me promise 

that I would continue to live life to the full. Despite the huge sense of loss and devastation I knew I 

had to find a way forwards so began to consider camper vanning on my own. The kids were 

supportive and told me to go for it or I would always wonder what it might have been like. So off I 

went to the NEC to look at all the various models, with a view to purchasing something the following 

year. I have quite specific requirements in that it had to be less than 5 ½m to fit in the garage, have a 
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washroom and have floor space for a large lurcher and a harp! The Celtic harp is my hobby and gives 

me something to do during long evenings and I also wanted to go to Folk Festivals.  

It quickly became obvious that the most suitable van for me was the Murvi Pimento, with its great 

layout and open floor space. It even had a built-in gas tank.  (I have back issues so didn’t want to be 

Iugging gas cylinders about). I duly chatted to Rex asking him to let me know if a second-hand 

Pimento became available over the next six months. He told me they were as rare as hen’s teeth so 

it was very unlikely. Two weeks later he rang me, saying he ate his words as a Pimento was coming 

in, ironically because the owner’s wife had died and he couldn’t face continuing alone.  Although I 

didn’t really feel quite ready to go ahead, it was too good an opportunity to miss, so set off from 

Macclesfield to Devon for a test drive. A deposit was paid and it was agreed I would collect the van 

the first week in January. Then disaster struck. On Boxing Day, I ended up in hospital, unable to 

move, with two slipped discs. 

Rex was keen for the van to go as he had limited parking space, but I couldn’t walk, never mind drive 

all that distance. Fortunately, two very good, campervanning friends, offered to drive all the way to 

Devon from Macclesfield to collect my van, so with appropriate insurance in place, off they went, 

bringing the van, now christened ‘Mavis’ home for me.  

By April 2018 I was well enough to 

start driving so set off to a local festival 

and then some local campsites. It was 

very daunting learning to drive a bigger 

vehicle, especially as my car was an 

automatic and the van a manual, but 

after a few trips I began to relax and 

confidence grew. The dog loved it as 

she could sleep next to me whereas at 

home, she’s not allowed in the 

bedroom! The harp fits across the sofa, 

with seatbelt, when travelling and 

across the two front seats when 

stationary.   
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I duly joined the Murvi club, The New Companions, Caravan & Motorhome Club and the Caravan 

Club Walking & Cycling section and the adventures began. Then, in 2020, Covid struck.  Being 

completely self-sufficient, I was able to continue camping through the summer of 2020, but when 

the third lockdown started, I thought the Murvi would be off road for some time. I am lucky in that I 

can garage the van at 

home, and it was at this 

point that her potential as 

a removal van became 

clear. With the sofa easily 

removed, there is a 

cavernous space and the 

side door makes access 

very simple. In November, 

my son moved into his 

first house, nearby in 

Leek, so we moved his 

bed and some furniture to 

get him started (House 

removal was allowed 

during lockdown). Then 

sadly, in December, my 

Mother-in-Law died, so 

there was her house to 

empty, with a sofa and several other items being transported from Stockport to Leek to my son’s 

new home. (It was much easier to get the settee into the van than it was to get it through the door 

into his house!) 

Then the wonderful news that my daughter was expecting her first baby. She managed to source 

some second-hand nursery furniture in Ashbourne – but how to transport it? Mavis to the rescue 

again – this time a wardrobe, cot, chest of drawers and changing table (all in one trip). The extra 

seatbelt points in the floor make it easy to secure furniture safely and all the journeys were relatively 

short in line with regulations. 

As we gradually relax from lockdown, the sofa has gone back into the van and I’m planning camping 

trips again with Mavis the Murvi back to her intended use, although I have been told to keep August 

free for the arrival of the new baby. Sadly, my late husband will not see his grandchild, but I’m sure 

he’d be delighted that I’m doing as he wanted – living life to the full.  

Portscatho Rally by John Laidler 

Treloan Coastal Holidays is the name of a campsite near Portscatho on the Roseland Peninsula in 

south west Cornwall. The Caravan and Motorhome Club site of Merrose Farm is fairly close but 

Treloan has a few significant advantages. It is just a few yards above the coastal path and access to 

as much walking as your legs can manage and it is about a ten minutes from two pubs, a shop and 

several cafes. The renowned Hidden Hut and its delicious lunches are also a short walk away. For 
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facilities it can’t compare with the CMC site but location is everything I think and this is why I have 

now organised (in the loosest sense!) three gatherings there for the Murvi Club.  

The first two rallies were held in normal times and we had a strong turnout. This year restrictions 

limited us to not much more than a dozen vehicles but at least, being held in May I had hopers for 

warmer weather than we had experienced previously. As it turned out the weather was far worse 

than the earlier events but on the positive side it was nowhere near as bad as the forecast was 

threatening and we even had some sunny periods. 

Julie Collins sent in a few photographs she took between the showers. Clockwise from top left;  my 

wife Mary showing Di Johnson the contents of a geocache, the slipway at Percuil, the coastal path 

south from the site towards the dog-friendly Towan Beach and it’s café. Finally, a shot looking back 

towards St Mawes from the small ferry returning to the Roseland Peninsula. 
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The walk to Percuil was completed during perhaps the best spell of sunshine we had but if the Club 

motto is “No such thing as bad weather, just inappropriate clothes” it should be, because no one let 

the rain and occasional gale get in the way of having an enjoyable break by the sea. 

This is the group at the start of the Percuil walk, just outside the church (and opposite the pub!) at 

Gerrans. 

 

The History of a Blog by Roger and Wendy Pepper 

We bought our first Murvi in 2007 and since then have always kept an internet daily travel diary blog 

called ‘Mobile Geriatrics’ using the TravelBlog website. The name follows the theme of our earlier 

travel blogs. ‘Geriatric Ski Bums’ when we had a season skiing in the Alps; ‘Imperial Geriatrics’ for a 

10 week tour of Australia, New Zealand and India; and ‘Geriatric Pilgrims’ for two trips to the U.S.A. 

‘Mobile Geriatrics’ describes 32 campervan trips in Europe and beyond with 914 entries and 5,339 

photos. Each daily entry is generally quite short and we tend to let the accompanying photos and 

their captions tell most of the story.  We write the blog regularly while we are travelling using 

Microsoft Word. Images are copied from the camera onto our laptop with a separate folder for each 

day, they are not deleted from the camera until we get home so we always have a backup. Text and 

photos are copied onto TravelBlog using the website’s control panel and finally uploaded to the 

internet. 
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Before we leave on a trip we send a round robin email to relatives and friends telling them where we 

are going and giving them the blog link. We usually have over 20 followers enjoying our travels with 

us. 

Accessing the internet to post the blog has become more straightforward over the years. To begin 

with it was a matter of hunting for an internet café (now a thing of the past), library or tourist office 

to use their facility and it was often painfully slow, particularly when uploading photos. Gradually 

campsites were more likely to provide access either sitting in or near to reception or if we were 

lucky, site wide so we could use it in the van. The advent of the 4G broadband cellular network and 

mobile contracts being available throughout Europe has meant that we are now self-contained with 

fast access. The current van has a roof mounted antenna/booster linked to a 4G MiFi giving WiFi 

access for all our devices. As an alternative our phone now has more cheap data allowance each 

month than we could ever use and can be set up as a mobile hotspot.   

TravelBlog has served us well over the years but adverts on the entry page have become increasingly 

obtrusive and a paid for advert free version is not available. Consequently, we investigated 

alternatives. After an abortive attempt at writing something ourselves, earlier this year we 

commissioned James Lungley, a local web designer, to develop a WordPress site for us based on a 

detailed written brief and mock-up that we gave him. This has been a very successful and quick 

exercise. We now have our own domain name and a website exactly as we want it. The new ‘Mobile 

Geriatrics’ is up and running and can be found here: https://mobilegeriatrics.co.uk/. We are 

currently in the process of including our trips since we changed our Murvi in 2018.  

If you would like more information on anything contained in this article, please email us at 

roger.pepper@btinternet.com.  

Murvi Modifications by Sandy Edmond 

This is a description of few of modifications I carried out to our 2019 Pimento XL, pre-lockdown 

easing this spring and which might be of interest to others. 

Inverter supply. 
Having been away for a week and mostly off-grid, or at least 

off hook-up recently , we found a problem in not having 

240volt electrics on board. First we couldn’t charge the 

laptop, but we could live with that, and second the 

toothbrush ran out of battery – now that is a serious 

problem! (Reverting to the emergency manual toothbrush is 

just a step too far.) So an inverter was required and I didn’t 

want to fit an untidy, loose, portable style unit and having 

looked at our maximum demand I decided that a Victron 

Phoenix 250 watt (350 watt max.) pure sign wave would 

suffice. (And I successfully resisted the considerable pressure, 

from the other half, to fit a monster capable of running a hair 

dryer!!) So the plan was to site the unit at the top of the 
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wardrobe on the fixed panel above the removable panel, and wire it across to the panel above the 

kitchen worktop to a new, single, dedicated 13amp style socket, thus allowing the devices to sit on 

the worktop whilst on charge. Having removed the panel from the back of the wardrobe (my first 

time in there) it was clear that there was a spare 30 amp fuse that I could use for the positive supply 

to the Victron, and the negative I could attach to the Load post of the Murvi fitted Victron charger 

shunt which was conveniently placed for easy access, so I didn’t have to go back to the batteries at 

all and the wiring was short lengths. I used 8 sq.mm cables (6mm minimum recommended) with 

crimped and soldered ring terminals to suit the fuse and shunt screws. That was straightforward but 

I then had the problem of getting a cable across the van to the kitchen overhead cupboard area. 

There is no easy way (or even a difficult way!) of getting above the roof lining and I struggled with 

this until I noticed an offcut of electrical conduit (white plastic about 15mm x 15mm) in my shed. 

This was a perfect match to the roof lining so it 

was cut to size and glued and screwed up to 

run from the wardrobe across to the overhead 

locker facia opposite. And it coincided with the 

joint between the white roof lining over the 

kitchen and the fabric lining over the lounge 

area so it really is barely noticeable. Then I ran 

the cable round from the Victron behind the 

fixed wardrobe rear panel and out through a 

hole in the top forward corner and hot melt 

glued it into the corner of the wardrobe front 

panel and roof across to the wardrobe door 

panel. There is a problem in this corner because the conduit I had fitted is directly back to back with 

a very substantial corner bracket that supports the wardrobe door panel – but fortunately the 

bracket is big enough and thick enough 

that I could drill a 10mm hole clear 

through it (having removed it to my 

workshop) with plenty of strength 

remaining. Then remount the bracket and 

drill through the wardrobe front panel 

into the conduit.  That got the cable 

across the roof and having removed the 

loudspeaker from the facia panel I could 

feed the cable from the conduit in behind 

the speaker and down into the smaller 

facia panel area that already houses a 

combined 13amp and usb socket. I easily 

sourced an exact matching socket to the ones Murvi fit and having removed the existing socket/usb I 

could feed the cable to the new hole I had drilled alongside in the lower facia for the new socket. 

Wire it up, refit everything and job done and a neat 240v supply now available where we need it and 

just need to reach in to the Victron which has its own main on/off switch when we need to use it. No 

more tedious hand tooth brushing!!! 
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Kitchen Stowage. 
I like cooking and a real pain in this 

and our previous camper was where 

to keep all the small foody items 

that get lost in the overhead 

cupboards, or in boxes that aren’t 

handy. And I just need all that stuff 

to hand to grab as I cook. So I found 

that bathroom ‘baskets’ from 

Poundland were a good size and I 

screw fitted a pair of light 

aluminium angles vertically to the 

rear edge of the worktop (accessible 

from the back door) and attached 

two baskets, one above the other, 

to the angles with fine wire bindings. This was great but not enough so last year a third basket was 

added, just cable tied to the first lower one. This was better but still not enough so this year a fourth 

was added, cable tied to the third!!.  Perfect solution – everything immediately to hand for cooking, 

secure for travelling, and nothing gets lost in the back reaches of a cupboard. Such an easy solution 

and these baskets occupy an otherwise unused space, being right in the back corner of the kitchen 

worktop. 

Back Locker Stowage.  
The reason we chose an XL Pimento was to 

get the back locker and I do not know how 

we could manage now without this facility. 

It takes care of all the ‘dirty’ stuff, the big 

stuff, and the dog stuff and means that the 

inside of our camper is a clean area with 

lots of space for just us and our clothes, 

books, food, wine! etc.. All the messy stuff 

is out-back. We had the deckchairs and the 

clothes drier whirly-gig (is that a Scottish 

term?) strapped to the back of the shelves 

but this meant a lot of stuff to move out to 

access the toilet waste tank. So I wanted to 

fit these items to the inside of the door, 

leaving just our ‘boot/welly box’ to lift out 

to access the tank. The door is nicely 

finished in foam backed vinyl but the ply 

backing is very thin, so I pulled off one side 

of the panel (it is fitted with those awful 

plastic press stud things that usually break) 

to see what was behind. There is steel 

framing at about mid height but the rest is 
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hollow space so this allowed me to slide a 25mm thick wooden batten inside the door, behind the 

panel and to screw through a matching but longer batten on the outside thus sandwiching the panel 

between two wooden battens – and I did this top and bottom. Then just pop the panel edge back on 

(none of the studs broke so all good there). This results in a secure fixing of the battens to which I 

attached another batten to form a ledge to the bottom one, and screwed on toggle straps to the top 

one. Result is easy and secure storage for the chairs and drier that swing out of the way with the 

door, and allow easy access to everything else inside the locker.  

Table Mounting Bracket 
Our small table bracket is at the forward end of the passenger seat upstand and is reinforced behind 

with Murvi fitted welded steel bracket. This is great for someone sitting on the seat but too far 

forward if to be used by two people, one on the settee. So a bracket on the rear of the seat upstand 

was needed. I sourced the bracket easily on-line but then went to fit it thinking this would be a 

simple job. WRONG!. The seat upstand is purely cosmetic and is made of very thin sheet steel 

covered in fabric and no way is strong enough to support the table socket. I looked at removing the 

seat and the swivel mounting but there is wiring and all sorts so I had to find a solution that could be 

fitted in through the ‘locksafe’ removable panel in the rear of the upstand. And all this had to be 

done by feel and using a mirror. There is about a 2inch gap between the inside of the upstand and 

the seat base steel framing so I formed a wood packer which I trimmed, re-trimmed and re-trimmed 

until eventually I could get it in the panel opening and wiggle it in between the seat frame and the 

upstand. This filled the gap so as to allow bolts to be fitted right through everything without 

squashing anything. So I then offered up the new mount, drilled a small pilot hole in one of the four 

corners, felt around to find out where it came relative to the steel seat frame, and then drilled a 

6.5mm hole through everything and got one bolt in. And this was after many, many trials, dropped 

nuts and washers and blood everywhere because the seat framing has many really sharp edges. 

Having got one bolt in, the rest followed and I ended up with the rear-most two bolts through steel 

framing and the packer timber, and the forward top bolt fitted with a separate small packer and 

through the steel frame, and the forward bottom bolt through the wood packer only. So 3 out of 4 

all through packers and steel is good enough. The rearmost bolts and nuts cannot be seen in the 

photo because they are in behind the steel frame and only just within fingertip range. Blutack on the 

end of one finger was the only way I could eventually find to get these two nuts started onto their 

bolts and this took innumerable very frustrating and painful attempts. Suffice to say that there was 

much foul language and the whole job probably took about 6 hours, not the half hour I had in mind. 

But job done, very strong, and this makes a much more versatile arrangement with a choice of table 
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positions – just wish we had got Rex to fit two brackets from the start. I keep the clamp half of the 

bracket on the forward mount because on the aft one it is a bit of an ankle biter when going to and 

from the cab, but it takes just a few seconds to swap between mounts. The image on the left above 

shows the new bracket in place and the image on the right the view from within the safe.  

So that’s it, and we are off to Dumfries and Galloway next week to tour that area, maybe see a Murvi 

there.  

A Cornish Walk by Heather Gould 

At the end of April we had a weekend at Whitsand Bay on the Cornwall south coast.  This was the 

weekend which was wall to wall sunshine but a very strong wind. 

So we decided to walk from the campsite to 

Rame Head, about 4 ½ miles.  The cliffs are quite 

high there with beautiful views. Coast path 

walks are always a bit up and down, we had the 

down bit first going almost to the sea where 

there were some lovely cottages and as we 

went up again we could Polhawn Fort, there 

were some Dartmoor ponies on our way up to 

Rame Head, they keep the land in good order, a 

wild place, but they obviously find some sheltered places when the weather is wild. Rame Head has 

a chapel at its highest point, nobody else was there so I decided I’d sing a bit, Guide me O thou great 

Jehovah, I was embarrassed to see a couple sitting on the other side eating their lunch!  

 We chatted a while and they recommended 

walking on to Cawsand, I’m so glad we did, the 

views were splendid and even more so when we 

rounded the next point and could see Plymouth 

across the water.  Another great advantage was 

that it was nearly all downhill.  Eventually we 

arrived at Cawsand, bought an ice cream and 

went to sit on a bench overlooking the beach.  It 

was so windy we didn’t stay long, but long 

enough to see two brave ladies in wetsuits going for a swim in the sea, it was quite rough but they 

seemed to enjoy themselves.  Once away from the sea, it was sheltered and warm so we strolled 

through the village up to the bus stop and so back to the campsite on an almost empty double 

decker. We think we did about 7 miles that day.  We really needed our cup of tea when we returned. 
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Tara the Tibetan Terrier by Mike & Sylvia Frew 

We have recently lost our dog, Tara, with sudden acute kidney failure. 

Tara was a Murvi Club Member from the day she was born.  We attended the first November Murvi 

Meet in 2011 on the day our previous dog died.  Tara was born roughly 2 weeks later and we chose 

her from her picture on the internet.  

She attended her first Murvi Meet in 

the New Forest early the following 

year. 

She was a highly adaptable dog, 

seeming to enjoy whatever we 

enjoyed.  Because we had just retired 

we had her with us 24/7, proving 

especially valuable as an excuse to go 

out walking during lockdown. 

Her experience in a Murvi was mainly 

in our Pimento where she quickly 

claimed her own space on the settee 

under the wardrobe.  However it soon 

became apparent that she also 

relished the view from the driver’s 

seat so that was allowed her too.  

Never one for half measures, she was 

often to be found stretched at full 

length on the settee between her two 

places the moment one of us vacated 

the space.  During the bed making 

procedure she had the important role of “cushion holder” but once the bed was down she couldn’t 

resist rolling around on her back with her feet in the air (a frequent pose of hers). 
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She travelled with us everywhere from Montenegro to the North Coast of Scotland (her last trip), 

attending every Murvi Meet we went to, apart from Manchester and Liverpool where she couldn’t 

have partaken fully. 

A Murvi dog from start to finish. 

Living with our Transit by Robert Flitney 
Although it is now over two years since we first arrived at the AGM in Shrewsbury with our few days 

old Morello it still feels very new, not least because it has had much less use in its first two years 

than our previous van. We certainly have no regrets at updating and have thoroughly enjoyed both 

travelling and living in the van, when we have been able. 

A couple of recent purchases have made life even easier, and both have been road tested during the 

Bank Holiday week. 

Cooker Hob Lid 
The Thetford gas hobs now fitted by Murvi have a black glass lid, which I am sure is very stylish and 

‘on trend’. However, although we are great fans of the double glazed windows in the rear doors, 

especially on the Transit the window is not over large. So opening the hob lid, effectively blanks out 

the rear window, rendering the hob in shadow. 

I did peruse the Thetford website, and it seems that Thetford Hobs are like Model T Fords, you can 

have any colour glass as long as it is black. Eventually an alternative potential solution came to mind 

and I contacted Kidderminster Mirror and Glass, who have provided several glass splash-backs for 

our kitchen and bathroom. They confirmed that they could provide a toughened glass lid, and after a 

brief test with a sample we chose a lightly smoked glass. They took a pattern from the existing glass 

lid, which after being cut and polished was sent away for toughening. And, two weeks later we had a 

new clear hob lid.  
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This has made an enormous difference to the light in the cooker area as can been seen from the 

before and after photos above. The cost was £37, so well worth it we think for the general feel in the 

kitchen area. And, having dealt with this company four or five times they are always friendly, helpful 

and extremely competitive compared with alternatives we have tried. 

Bike Rack 
Like all Transit versions we have the revised ‘bathroom’ arrangement with toilet facing forwards 

against the rear door. We find that this works very well, the room is easier to use, it I much easier to 

clean around the toilet, and there is the real bonus of a laundry chute in the corner. There is just one 

slight niggle with this arrangement. 

We have so far failed to succumb to the lure of the Brompton set, and so have need of a bike rack. 

Having long since decided that the only really sensible way to carry bikes on the back of a van is with 

a tow ball mounted rack, that is what we use. This means that with the fairly standard type of rack 

that we had it is necessary to remove the rack to open the back door and extract the cassette for 

emptying. This has proved to be a bit of a nuisance, and discouraged us from taking the bikes on 

some occasions. 

A recent edition of MMM mentioned a rack that could be extended to allow the rear doors to open. 

This sounded like a useful idea, and, sure enough the Atera STRADA DL 3 does exactly that. It is not 

cheap, so out came our existing rack, 

several buckets, tape measure and the 

bikes. Armed with very detailed 

dimensions, provided by The Roofbox 

Co. I managed to replicate the extended 

dimensions and yes, it looked as if the 

rear door would open OK – and it does 

as you can see in the photo. 

These racks seem, like many things, to 

be in short supply, but after a couple of 

weeks wait it arrived. A test run proved 

that we could open the rear door, and 

that we were happy with the way the 

rack behaved. We have now had a few 

days away, and 350 mile round trip with 

it behaving fine. The offside door opens 

no problem, obviously easier if the bikes 

are removed. The nearside door cannot 

fully open as it has an extra overlap seal. 

But, as there is not usually much 

requirement to open that door I would 

not consider that a problem. And an 

extra bonus, it is about 4kg lighter than 

the rack it has replaced. 
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And, as a post script: The photo was taken when we had just arrived home from our trip, and having 

retracted the rack to take the photo I found that this made removing the bikes much easier as it is 

possible to get to both sides. 

HuMPs, Marilyns and Munros by John Laidler 
 

I am sure many of us have learned a few new skills during the lockdowns. Perhaps regretfully I didn’t 

use the time to improve my foreign language skills but instead decided I would prefer to gain an 

amateur or ham radio licence instead.  With online studying I have worked my way up from the 

Foundation licence, through the Intermediate and am now the owner of a full licence and the call 

sign M0WIV.  My spur for doing this wasn’t any particular desire to talk to complete strangers on the 

air but it was learning about something called SOTA and recognising I wanted to try it.  There are 

quite a few “OTAs” in amateur radio. IOTA is Islands On The Air where people visit islands, set up a 

radio and try to talk to other operators and ideally another operator on a different island. In the US 

they have POTA which is Parks On The Air which involves contacts between different US National 

Parks. SOTA stand for Summits On The Air and is now practised virtually all over the globe. The 

concept is very simple, take a portable radio up to the top of a hill and try to contact other radio 

operators either at their home or on another summit. Hills are ideal for radio operation, the 

elevation increases range of course but also being away from other human activity reduces electrical 

interference, allowing weaker signals to be heard. But the rules of SOTA are very specific about what 

sort of hill qualifies – the hill has to be a Marilyn. 

Everyone has heard of the Scottish Munros which are mountains of at least 3,000 feet. There is also 

a lower group called the Corbetts which has been said to include some of Scotland’s most attractive 

summits. The headline criteria for a Corbett is it must have a height of 2,500 feet or more but there 

is a secondary criteria which isn’t so well known. To be classed as a Corbett the summit must also 

have a prominence of at least 500 feet above the surrounding ground.  There is no such requirement 

for a Munro which is why there are one or two Munros you might actually walk past without 

recognising them as a Munro as they are so low relative to their surroundings. The concept of 

prominence is also used for the classification of Marilyns. The name was coined in 1992 in the book 

The Relative Hills of Britain and is a tongue in cheek reference to the Scottish Munros. A Marilyn is a 

hill which is at least 150m higher than its surroundings. There is no specific height requirement other 

than of course it has to be at least 150m high and the list includes a few sea stacks which are 150m 

or more above the surrounding water. In Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and northern England 

there are numerous Marilyns but where I live in the South West they are much fewer. In the whole 

of Devon and Cornwall there are just seven summits which qualify. 

Classifying hills seems to be a human weakness because the number of classifications which have 

been created is almost endless. HuMPs are Hundred Metre Prominences  and there are even TuMPs 

for the thirty metre group.  Scotland has Donalds which are below two thousand feet and Grahams 

which fit between Donalds and Corbetts. There are Hewitts, Nuttalls and of course Wainwrights. 

There are many more lists but all these summits are enjoyable to visit. Take your Murvi as close as it 

will go and just walk to the top. Radio optional!  


